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“These are diffcult animals to
1 and to cach. In addition, you
are dealing with o relativly 3

population,”said guide and outdoor
educator, Gord Pysor, who recently
rotired from being the District
M Ntural Resources at

patternable. In fat, &
tornable, it frightening:

“That may be hard to beliove for
most anglers, who count themselvos
Tucky to oven see ane fish per trip
But,you become  convert when you
listen to Pyzer, whose personal-best
muskie weighed 57 po o tells
of boating & 40-, a 2
pound muskio in one
While filming a telvision show last
all. That same trip, he had another
follow from 8 fish cstimated in the
b 40" Monteal suide, Ve
Thorpe, who 1-pounder to
his crodlt,recounts simiar tales of
mulifish do

‘And, why not? Radio-implant
studies by Such renowned experts
a John Casselman of the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Ed Crossman of the Roval Ontario
Museum of Toronto_have proven
muskic are extremely terntorial
They resermble other animals, such
as white-tailed deer, in’ that they
prefer toinhabit smal spaces. They
fiel secure and in control, when
they know every tree and serub,
every place to hide or o eat on the
‘edge between feld and forest. Learn
heir habits, anticipate their move
ments and they become easier to
intercept time and time

Muskio ostablish two  home

inges. over the course of & year

ngy

ires by adding color can trigger f skie into bit-
i was patntes it & v Mghe Marke

Each range may span 50 to 400
cres s, One s i n

i the fall at water tomperatures of
40 degrees and below.

Muskie are on the move during
two_transition periods. The first
movement comes when the water
Fises 1o between 40 and 60 dogroos
i the spring ater spawning and
drops again from 60 to 0 dogrecs in
carly autumn,

Both Pyzar and Thorpe will cast
for them carly in the season. Pyzer
prefers that tactc throughout. the
Femainder of the sear But, Thorpo
Tikes to precision troll Either way,
the challenge of locating muskic on
huge lkes like the million-acro

Lake of the Woods or Lake Seul ¢
e lesocned when you divide sach
body of water into smaller p
sing some basic principles ofstru
ture fishing. While i their ranges,
muskie wil often be found on
points, bars, humps, saddles or
Focky shoals, Check out cover like
woed edges, weed points or big weed
beds, whers they exist. Muskie use
porions of ther erriory for e

even in midday, where warm wate
el t digest thei food, What spots
are used an any given day will depend
on factors such s wind directon,
Wave action, sunlight and_forage
movements. Use the same principles
on your awn home waters,





[image: image2.jpg]The realty s that they can be
tough uaiala o cat

“pots that we know have o very high

e "of chance that they wil

o dom's e for musie

st percent-
s of maskie are caught n weedy

o find o Bt e ks th
sy bectuce thats whero

are spending; the bulk
Runting fo them, That doca
fnce that i ahen sue
0ot docp and

back ot into. decp

‘Shalloeor deap,castng or troling
the point i tiss Wher Sou atch
take out sour ke map. find oth

Mark Thorp:

& big fish guide from Montreal, shows off u ni
Tuskio taken while trolliag. Photo by Tvd Tahasahi
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[image: image3.jpg]I order 1o cast. the “pookcuc” men  sent you & signal — “Tm ready to "
ity s out. Start with n seven. or 7 Think about what you i Fight o gt
2ot b o il e o th Tt et o vl you can

It must havo  do diflrenly to trigger  sirike next

iffrent direction. Wo

Something a litle diffrent, 8 bucktal

foiead o kbt o

il bigger or smalle, man
color Vary the spec ofth-

Don't bediscouraged_ when you
merely entice & ollow: That feh Just

for anyone
to cover unfamiiar water fast. Use
three setups o cover & wide range of
depths

Fi, Thore altemaes in carly
prig betwoen catiog nd g

e mering e
it 5 ot B the ok a1
T2 mph. For shallow atr weed or
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long, monoflament leader s necded to
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Watlr. They may notlook ke much, but
they offer muskie protection from cur-
rent. Try sharper broaks near wood
flats. Troll both up or downstroa.
Crash baits right over the top of a point
or Bump. Do figure 8, nat with your
rod, but with your boat 1 test different
dopths and lure speeds. Vary your
trolling speeds.

“Succees increases as fishermen learn
more. Catching more and moro fish
makes it critical o practice conserva.
tion, especially where muskie are con.
cernod. Trophy fish are two valuable
be caught just once. Get & graphite
replica rather than an actual mount.
Take pictures, a measurement of the
longth and girth and let it g. Even s0,
muakie are fragile, and proper handling
it crucial Use a cradle or a very large

e e ik st v
so0n ac_possible. Support its wei
ih o hand on s mideection a1 all
times. Revive i before releasing.

For muskio that you won'. forget,
contact Tharpe by phoning 450-975-
3542 or via email at ipg@yahoo.or
Call Pyaer at 807-465-4398 or e-mail
him at gordon@voyagour.ca
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