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ing 10 another hotspor, 1 decided 1o oss my

POWERTROLLING

Five premier trollers from across the musky world
offer their insights into this big fish technique

kb e e b et e

. e count-

numerous oustanding days caiching sus

my el | gently flipped the lur: bel
bostand nt the propwvash, whileting he
T ot il e s .1

s

ence to successful woling
nany musky anglers agroe. that
il

Ik g g o g
cerain — you'll increase. your o for

and immendizely et the hook inio  46-inch
musky which was quickly landed and
released:

“Thistype of siation s ome that many cast-
ing anglers have heand on numemus ooca-
sions, and has given trollng 10 bran
bod rap. Nothing could be farther from the

Captain Don Miller batles a Lake St
Clair musky that struck a lure while
propwash trolling

W

muskics e, most

1 most of their time.
fishing around sncture and cover And why

when feeding. These e ideal outes 0 fol-
Jow when sructue tolling. Smller waters
‘may only ave one or two “good” tollng
outes, whie larger waters may have .
On the other hand, srucure s ot the only
arca o troll. Musky Funer Editor Jim Saric
and many of the other editors have had

st and eficient way of accomplising tis
ol

Powertolling works wheher fishing the
shield lnkes of he noth and st orthe pre:
poholes and iversor eservis of he south.

“To find out why this technique is o dead
Iy, and for a heter understnding
powerol for muskics, we inkerviewed five
promier musky frollers_across North
‘America. The st included Mirc Thorpe, &
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[image: image2.jpg]Quehce gide who consistntly caiches his

‘Spoonplugeing method who bimself eaches

‘Spoonplugeing throughou th and

spends mast of his time guiding for muskies

on his home seaers in oo Don Miller,

the protege of the lte Homer LeBlanc, who

ks an . ous Labs . s and
a1

selves for an easy meal. “There's more o i
than st dropping s e in the water i)
eoing forward”says Thoope. “L ke 0 st up
shoreline sightings 0 1 can un 4 defned
ecp my niling

wd
run the breaklioe again. But s G 111
e

sl et e fue runfe. Muskies have
tendency 0 stikea free-sunsing fure o s
than laspemouth buss, 0 1 avoid bunping e
bottom 100 often. Fastmosing. free-running
lres often agite 2 musky and provoke «
ke n shallov 0 meciun depslis, I oy
when 1 get into deeper vaer thal Il ry
bumping the botiom more, 3 the valer i

Somk, who gt and fon e Nisgara
Rierin Bulfdo, NY.

“erashing e rees
“Caating the ref” i g more

cooler
mal fish 1€ bere that @ sower-rolle, bot-
tom-bumping lure may be necessary 1 tig-

Like Fric
All are accomplished fishing guides and

dropoftand stacking lures s that they cover
‘oo depts s the o e

100

oo murnbers and big muskics. Ther actcs
display some similitcs.

remurkable difernces. Regandiess, they all
illusite the offctvenass of pawertolin.

STRUCTURE TROLLING
Mire Thrpe, Tonry O'Malley, and Mark
hran e strcture aollrs, spendling the

djacent o burs, buns, rcky lodges or
weedbeds, where muskics positon them

80 foct behind the beat. "Muskies are sight
feeders and ther eyes are posionsd o thal
they can only see out 10 he sids and abowe

horpe. By maving my e

‘Mark Maghran also fishes stncture in the
Nisgara River and the harbor area where
Lake Eric enters the Niagara. n the river he
focuses on rolling the breakline adjcent to
doprossons, hoks or the rver chanel. In
Lake Erc he concenuates his effots on
siprap breakwalls, discharges, and reef

g in andoutpaal 1ot dopoll. When |
ol shalower, both lures st (o Funp bot-
st e ey Woen i

with botom. *T've wied running lues sus-
above botom in both the river and
ke but have only caughtsmaller fish, Whean

hegin 0
su:pma Tl keep repeating this mareuer
i I've riggered a strike”
“1do basically th same thing" says Tery
"Malley “1 bump bottom some tme, but

hegan
to catch the 30 pound-and-larger class
muskies?" When Maghran talks fishing ot
tom he means it Ho e to keep his hues
‘consanily bumping bottom, st grinding
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“CRASHING” A REEF





[image: image3.jpg]bottons. The muskies are actually grabbing
the fure from the botlor fofee

OPEN WATER TROLLERS

Although Don Miller and ‘Tom Slomka
fishstrctuze and bumnp botton occsionsly.
much oftheir ime i spent g open valer
and tolling thei lures ahove bestom for sus-
pended fish. Miller ibes al hroughout Lake:
St Chaic Is remendous sive and ke
Tation of muskies esult i ish scatr
throughout the lake. With much of the e
being less thn 16 eet deep, there exist ganl,
il long wlbeds. and sunken e i

muskies commony suspend outside of the
weeds o et and away from otberstnuc- Mare Thorpe releases a bearaiful musky caight while “crashing a reef.
tural clerneris. He fishes near cover or s

e, but s scarhes or it o Joate L et tikes 0 toll from 35 10 raph ey
muskics. Mg b and I in the season, when the waterfem-
x ool He ol the same river aea. m riey perature s below S0 degees. When the water
boat,He uses weights, - p’c\vlovuvrmhm holding beitish in E
Lake Eric Unlike Mark Magh 5 10 8 maph. When the water excals 701
4 i, while posiion- atadepth ol deprees
e boat  sbout iy five o 10feet mmph‘

above the botiom. He  O'Malley, who ukes Spoonplags fo control
frequently  experi-  his depth and speed to tigger 4 strke when
merts with lure depehfollowing & breakline, has abvays preached
i @ patem devel-  the impornce of speed control o i clints
opn T s o and Sponpluging s, I My when

mon for & portcular  the season starts, | might tol rom
depthto hold fish for  mph” says O"Malley. “Then s o
an extendod pericd of gets warmer and the musky’s metabolism
time? Slomka suid.  increases, T speecd up and ol 5 t0 6 mph.
“However, one has 10 While [ rarely g0 at a sustained specd of 10
MUSKLE experiment s pottems — mph, 1wl gun my outbord ] each this
SMACKER  Top water crank bait wifh can change wilh the  specd momentarly hen my i comes off
ARG PUA R weather and ightcon- 2 contact p

SLAYER kae;; diving crank o ditions.” Once a fish- Contact puints are areas of structure that
Jrk bait s 7
producing depth s muskics ] oxher gamefish vill migae 10
SLEEPER  Shallow water jerk bait establishod, Slomka  before they move up o shallower water: It

sl s et s of 5 e ofen found

| Hand crafted and painted from the st -
|- finest maple and select pine available 4 Boratsk v coict ot I o SCaping W Kor
i chloraaation il el o]
| iggedly built .. one-of-a-kind speED e ey b oy v Yo e
Everyone agresd fiee swimming e stikes a conac o
Slowie ... the weapon of choice o ling st e ching et devct ol g

Jor today’s muskie huriter.

CALLY (715) 8452679 §|[PER SLAYFR

read up i down ke
the

asaike,
W T ol deper, e e s cocler
and the muskies wen't s active
O'Malley “So, Tl npmcb(xmm.whl in
front of thir fice and that shakes them up a
Hie bt T slow my speed down as the e
begins to bump botiom and then when it

3

‘Super Slayer Tackle Co., Inc. (i . C any.
Wausau, Wiconsn (Tarkle combany)

ke Nor
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[image: image4.jpg]comes off the contact point 'l speed up
again. The ransiton from bumping boiom
10 swimming feely and the acliional speed
ofthe lue rggers the sike.”

Don Miller’s vew of ute e is simpl.
“1 typically toll avound 4.75 mph and move

e slower in the late ful” Millr speeds upor
slows down if action slows, or his insinets
el him 0 do s
Tom Slomka tolls amund 45 mph but
s speeds up 1o 6 mphar lows down 025
ol depending on the condiions o v
P

leging thiough the bouom, but sl
bouncing off of rocks and other objects o
igger srikes.

EYSUSE
horpe, Msghran, and Slomka use § 112
R bty e
rods. The rods can b best described a5
There e varatons n the rods used
by each toler. Maghran trolls with a ot of
wire line and fikes the flex of his fiberplas
tocs, pls e foel tha they are the best rod
e eat iyl g
Thope uses 3 combinsion of *
musky rods for flatining and & “broomsti
it gy g T
o i similar toall o the rods used by Do
e Ve s g s o st

luminum. Wocancusom g eah bt o your niidal needs
DuBay Sport and Marine and Ranger Bos
Teating togeter 1 b your Muske Bost Aesdiriers

Ipnauyg

v

sy m b
Ackos o Anir's Suppr Claty

mp e

CAN YOU TELL THE REPLICA
FROM THE “SKIN” MOI.INT"

foetn lngs iy beavy
The rods are acually saltvater blanks. He
uses weighis of up to one pound in front of
his lures and trolls vt lines running from
five 10 40 feet behind the boat. The heavy
acton ods are cesigned specifically 10 har
e Slhinchclass muskies.

O'Malley prefers  medium to medum
heavy 4 172-oot soid glass tolling rod. The
rod provides the necessary.sensitvty

size of the
‘Spoonplag with the amount of line o cortrol
deph.

ley. Maghran,and Slomka prefer o
1o 1 e i i, et

AMUSKY HUNTER

NEITHER CAN WE.

Expect more from your musky replica mount.
;f‘- ! RON LAX TAXIDERMY STUDIO

=" For the sportsman
seeking the best quality

5455 HWY 45 » CONDVER, WI 54518 » 715-547-3710
Located 4 mi.north of Conover on Huy. 45

., Phone odors and informaton avaiabie pon request





[image: image5.jpg]occasionally run unother rod in 1 o hdr
However,they feel that ane precisely ioled
Ture per agler i best. Miller nd Thorpe find
it physically impossible 1o hold the rod at
Higher specds it use clamp-on Downesir
o Holders o ol mulple s

The lines used by the vrious tollers var-
ied grealy from OMalk
test No BO monofiment, which is mirked
and pre-siethed, o Thorpe usin 45-pound
dacron, Mighran uses 30-pound Sevenstrand
wire quite offen.

Reels can e broken i two types: Pern
wolling rees for which anglrs counted evel-
wind passes 10 defemine a i’ disunce
behine the boat,or Daiwars liecounier recls
which ndicate the amount of i between e
o and he lure, Al rollers agreed that know-
ing and varying fine length was an esential

partoftheir woling sccess.
LURES.
L, Tike ods, s and. ecls varied

ercatly with each e, However, cach bl
Tavorte brand(s) and s them fike ool
They knew exacty how deep the e s un-

DON MILLER’S
TROLLING
SPREAD

Planer boarg

10 fost from stom of boal

wses joinid s 1o maximize sound and
vibrtion, Perch, [ black and silver
paters e is Fvoric

Maghran and Slomka fish 4 ot of
DepthRaiders and 4l experiment with
Believers, Hi-Fins and Grandmas. Maghran

of line and specc,
Thorpe fishes prinrily Grim Reaper Sickle
lures and Hi-Fin Trophy Divers, Mimows
and Scampers. e selects e colors thal
mateh the natural forage of the waters he’s

Don Viller prinrily uses Belivers, He
wes eightinch mols in spring ind summer
an 1(-inch models in fll, He lso primerily

of old favorites e cracks out when things et
ough. Maghrn swears by whie
weuse colored Tres or anyihing wilh « igh
amount of conist. Sk fishes many
MBS kot 5 Bl
bellc

chur-

Sotckyliis s O'Malky B
noling ke and they come in seven sizes,

Each sizes designed o reach a specific depth
when rolled with 30 yards of lie. O Malley
primarily uses medium to lasger-sized
Spoonplugs (200 through 00) prferring to
ary the size a the depth dictats. “Because
ARG DR e
depth remeins consisient at various.
Wa OMalley sai. This llows for otal
depth control. In clear water O'Malley
prefers white, red-whie, and siver, and in
uained waer he suggests chareuse, yellow-
black,and

PROPWASH TROLLING

Propwash tmoling s 3 technique used by

For Your First Trophy
or Your Next
3 acti

For the name of the
Action Lure

retailer_nearest you, contact:
ardt

u Tgw
W8094 County Rd JJ
Hortonville, WI

(414) 779-6457
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Don Millr, M
Thope and Temy
O'Malley. Propwash
roling was developed
by the late Homer
LeBlc on Lake St
Clai, He beleved he

aricle.
(514) 6385094
atracted muskics, and | 34,
i exceptionsl

caches provod histhe- | 429-985
methd of wolling | (716) §71-9185
involves rning lores |

(716) 6495528

has this down 0.4 s

The second diagram shows how Miller

trolling from first band experi-
ence, iry contacting any one of
the power trollers mentioned in this

+ Tom Slomki,

wants themn 0 e his

« Matc Thorpe, Montreal, Canada
+ Temy O'Malley, linois (¥15)

1.
« Don Miller, Lake St. Clair (313

s River

Maghran, Nisgara River

er luw along the

Powertroling is a fust and efcient way to

The two rods clos-
et 1o he ransom of the boat are poinied
stright down toward the v, Five foet i
front of the lure Miller staches & e pound
weight The luneis run with the weigh cven
wilh the tansor, 50 the Jre s iy five fct
behind the. boat! Anober rod s rigeed,

Jod tward the wate: This e s cight
ounces of weight(ive feet n front of the i)
and i run S0 the e is 10 feet behind the
transorm. Milleralso rums urs off of pner
boarth 30 10 40 et hack with two (o four
ounces of weight i front o the lre, Finaly.
Millerruns wo rods ety behind the boat
in the propwash with o pound of weight.
running 20 fect behin the transom, This sys-
temn i ncreibke, s there s noting like -
ing the drag scream when  fish his one of
these shor ines, Remarkably, these fish hit
hese short lnes in both clear and stincd

Thorpe alko wses s propwish sysem,
erediing s success (o Roy Brener, another
Like St Clar guide who tugh i the sys-
fen. Since then Thorpe has winessed modi-
i versions ofthis techmique and reuently
runs fines with one pound of weight 101020
feet elind the boat in the propuash. “T
believe the buibbles chuming from the rop
‘andhe e from theoutbourd belpo it
muskies oward the boat” says Thope, “The
bubbles reflect Tight and may muke the
muskies believe there s  school of ilish
abover

O Malley ik belives that muskies fear
nohing. So, when hemakes s rolling s he

MUSKY HUNTER

eing water and stctural elements in a pre-
cise mannec If you're not into rllng, you
might be nov.

SPIT T

0G, i
torm Mig. o Depe
Norman, OK 7:

SURE-SHOT

MUSKY CHARTERS

Capt. Tom Slomka
20 Years Experience
‘Coast Guard Licemsed

TROPHY FALL MUSKY

HUNTS, FISH GUARANTEED
OR NEXT CHARTER FREE!

168719185
Buffalo, NY
Tully Tnsured

g B Fly” o
ling per 6 (U funds). Jost i

x 720265

1H,
Hio0 (dos) 320-5894





